
 

 
  

UNDRR & AUC webinar series:  
Using risk information and disaster risk profiles to inform DRR and decision making: the road 

map for improving the availability, access and use of disaster risk information for Early Warning 
and Early Action and in support of the DRR agenda in Africa. 

 

Second webinar:  
Risk information and standard operating procedures (SOP) for early warning in Sub-

Saharan Africa 
 Monday 21st September 

 15:00 Nairobi / Addis Ababa | 13:00 Yaoundé / Abuja | 12:00 Abidjan / Dakar | 
Duration: 1h 30 min / Interpretation: French-English 

 
Registration link: 

https://undrr.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4FnEWsD5SJ2Raslf91Mikg  
 

Background 

Risk information is produced and disseminated through diverse products, which target different 
audiences. In the framework of “Building Disaster Resilience to Natural Hazards in Sub-Saharan 
African Regions, Countries and Communities” Programme funded by the European Union, UNDRR, 
CIMA Research Foundation and the National Disaster Management Authorities of 16 African 
countries,  developed quantitative country-level disaster risk profiles for floods and droughts, 
using the probabilistic approach, combined with DRR-sensitive national budget analysis, to inform 
holistic, inclusive and actionable strategies for disaster risk reduction, climate change adaptation 
and sustainable development.1 

Furthermore, the programme produced a Road Map for Improving the Availability, Access and Use 
of Disaster Risk Information for Early Warning and Early Action, including in the Context of 
Transboundary Risk Management. The road map identified activities and practical 
recommendations at the continental, regional, national levels, focusing on the African Union 
Commission (AUC), the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and four countries - Angola, 
Zambia, UR Tanzania, and Ethiopia. The road map includes a particular application of the risk 
profiles for strengthening impact-based Early Warning Systems. Among the objectives were the 
need to enhance the capacity for data exchange and coordination among national, regional and 
continental actors with the view of strengthening national and transborder disaster risk 
management. 

The overall objective of the webinar series is to reflect on how the risk profiles and the road map 
for EWS and transboundary risk management can further support the DRR agenda on the 
continent. The webinar series will seek to deliver on the following:  

• Critically assess the priorities set out in the road map to inform key short-term and mid-
term investments required for the development and improvement of an harmonized 
system of Early Warning for Early Action and transboundary risk management 
interconnecting the continental, regional and national levels of disaster risk governance;  

 
1 www.riskprofilesundrr.org  

https://undrr.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4FnEWsD5SJ2Raslf91Mikg
http://www.riskprofilesundrr.org/


 

 
  

• Consider the advantages of a continental road map aiming to foster an EWS with a 
consistent approach across the continent; 

• Assess the advantages and the challenges of risk profiles based on probabilistic risk 
assessments; 

• Further elaborate possibilities for quantitative risk profiles to inform the DRR Agenda at 
the at the national, and eventually at the regional and continental scale. 
 

Aim of the second webinar of the series is to foster a discussion around two issues:  
▪ Implementation of the continental, regional and national road map for EWS and 

transboundary risk management - development of standard operating procedures (SOPs); 
▪ Use of risk profiles to support the development of SOPs - the value added of a common 

methodology to gather, analyse, redistribute data and risk information. 
 

Outcomes of the virtual working sessions will stem from exchanges on:  
▪ Practices to develop and apply SOPs for early warning at the regional level;  
▪ Current practices to develop and apply SOPs at the national level in light of the four 

components of an early warning system (risk knowledge; monitoring and detection; 
warning communication and dissemination; preparedness and response);  

▪ Community-based early warning systems – the role of SOPs and linkages with institutions 
at the national level;  

▪ The role of the scientific community to produce risk information for the improvement of 
early warning and SOPs.  
 

Target audience: 

• Representatives working on DRR from the Regional Economic Communities in Sub-Saharan 
Africa (ECOWAS, ECCAS, IGAD, SADC) and the African Union Commission;  

• Representatives of national disaster management authorities, meteorological services, 
water and irrigation and other relevant stakeholders involved in early warning; 

• Representatives from UN agencies (FAO, Un-Habitat, UNECA, UN Women, OCHA, UNDP, 
UNICEF, UNESCO etc.) and international organisations (e.g. IFRC) and donors; 

• Representatives of NGO’s and civil society;  

• Representatives of academia and the scientific community. 
 

Programme of the full webinar series 

Webinar 1 
● development of the continental, regional and national 
road maps: experience sharing and recommendations 
from regional, national and scientific partners 
● use of harmonized risk profiles to support the 
implementation of the road map: the ‘risk knowledge’ 
component of EWS for Early Action and transboundary 
risk management 
 

Webinar 2 
● implementation of the continental, regional and 
national road map for EWS and transboundary risk 
management: development of SOPs 
● use of risk profiles and risk information to support the 
development of SOPs: the value of a common 
methodology to gather, analyse, redistribute data and 
risk information 
 

Webinar 3 
● the multiple uses of quantitative risk profiles to support 
disaster risk reduction, risk-informed investment and 
trans-boundary risk management 
 

Webinar 4 
● the methodology of quantitative risk assessment for 
a sub-national, national and regional level assessment 
 

 


