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Terms of Reference (TOR) 

 

African Science and Technology Advisory Group (A-STAG) 

 

1. Background 

While the African continent has made progress in Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), disasters 

continue to have a negative impacts on African countries and communities. In addition to emergent 

and systemic risks, frequently occurring hazards that trigger disasters include droughts, floods, 

cyclones, earthquakes, epidemics, as well as environmental degradation and technological hazards. 

Climate change and variability has exacerbated the frequency and intensity of hydro-

meteorological hazards. Exposure to such hazards and vulnerability to disasters is increasing due 

in part to unplanned urbanization and human settlements, unsustainable land use, land-use 

competition and infrastructure stress. Poverty and conflict further aggravate the risks and reduce 

the coping capacity and resilience of communities, as do both lack of stake-holder awareness and 

appropriately skilled human resources. 

 

Over the past decade, DRR in Africa has been guided by the Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster 

Risk Reduction (ARSDRR), which was adopted by African Union (AU) Heads of State and 

Government in 2004.  The implementation of the Strategy has been undertaken through the 

Programme of Action for the Implementation of the ARSDRR developed in 2005, subsequently 
extended in line with the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) 2005-2015. 

As the Hyogo Framework was concluding in 2015, Africa joined the world to chart a way forward 

for renewed momentum on Disaster Risk Reduction. Subsequently, the Sendai Framework for 

Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 was developed and replaced the Hyogo Framework. The 

Sendai Framework was adopted by United Nations Member States at the 3rd UN World Conference 

for DRR in March 2015 in Sendai, Japan and endorsed by the UN General Assembly. The Sendai 

Framework has helped to sharpen the focus of Agenda 2030 on Sustainable Development, which, 

along with the Paris Agreement, represent global landmark commitments made in 2015. 

 

The African Union Heads of State and Government expressed their strong commitment to the 

implementation of the Sendai Framework and adopted the Africa Programme of Action (PoA) for 

the implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030.  The PoA 

seeks to achieve the global outcome in Africa as outlined in the Sendai Framework:  “The 

substantial reduction of disaster risk and losses in lives, livelihoods and health and in the economic, 

physical, social, cultural and environmental assets of persons, businesses, communities and 

countries by 2030.”  The main Goal is to “prevent new and reduce existing disaster risk through 

the implementation of integrated and inclusive economic, structural, legal, social, health, cultural, 

educational, environmental, technological, political and institutional measures that prevent and 

reduce hazard exposure and vulnerability to disaster, increase preparedness for response and 

recovery, and thus strengthen resilience.”  

 

The PoA aims to guide multi-hazards reduction and management of disaster risk in development 

processes at all levels as well as within and across all sectors in Africa, in line with the Sendai 
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Framework.  It seeks to strengthen DRR in Africa and its integration into policies of the African 

Union, RECs and Member States in line with the Sendai Framework. 

  

Key provisions in the PoA include the establishment of Africa Science and Technology Advisory 

Group, by 2020, to inform decision making for disaster risk reduction through robust disaster risk 

knowledge. The Sendai Framework recognizes the importance of science and technology, calling 

to "enhance the scientific and technical work on disaster risk reduction and its mobilization through 

the coordination of existing networks and scientific research institutions at all levels and all regions 

with the support of the UNISDR Scientific and Technical Advisory Group.  

 

The diversity and complexity of Africa’s disaster risks underline the need for deliberate 

engagement of Africa’s scientific, technical and academic communities at all scales as well as 

indigenous and traditional communities. This ensures that risk assessment and surveillance, as well 

as risk reduction measures implemented, are underpinned by robust and rigorous research that is 

locally informed and contextually relevant. It also increases prospects for accumulating risk 

knowledge to be retained institutionally for both educational and capacity building purposes. 

 

There is global and continental recognition on the need for strengthened scientific engagement in 

advancing resilience and risk reduction as key elements to advance efforts that increase resilience 

to drive poverty reduction, and sustainable development within the overall African Union Agenda 

2063 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Advancing skilled human capital of the 

disaster risk and resilience domains within Africa, as well as related science, technology and 

innovation dimensions calls for greater involvement of the scientific and academic community 

through the implementation of Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy for Africa (STISA-

2024) and the Continental Education Strategy for Africa (CESA 16-25). 

 

The need for enhanced engagement by Africa's scientific and academic communities in the risk and 

resilience domains was reinforced in October 2017, during the Periperi U Consultation in Bahir 

Dar that stressed the crucial strategic and policy leadership of the AUC’s Commission for Human 

Resources, Science and Technology in these domains. Given this increasing urgency for strategic 

continental direction and coherence in advancing Africa’s academic and scientific capability in the 

fields of risk and resilience (as restated during the 12th Africa Working Group on Disaster Risk 

Reduction meeting in Bahir Dar, March 2018), the establishment of a continental Science and 

Technology Advisory Group on Disaster Risk Reduction is imperative. 

 

In that light, African Union Commission seeks to develop an African Science and Technology 

Advisory Group (STAG). The Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture (REA) which has 

the mandate on DRR will work in close collaboration with Department of Human Resources, 

Science and Technology (HRST) to establish an inclusive STAG.    

 

2. Purpose 

The purpose of the African Science and Technology Advisory Group (A-STAG) is to establish a 

voluntary group to provide scientific and technical support to the African countries for the 

implementation of the Disaster Risk Reduction agenda in Africa. The STAG will support 

generation of assessments of scientific and technical information for effective implementation of 

Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction, Sendai Framework for DRR 2015-2030, and 
the Agenda 2063.  
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3. Mandate, scope and guiding principles 

3.1 Roles and Responsibilities  

The Africa STAG will strengthen evidence-based decision making that supports disaster risk 

reduction. The specific role and responsibilities include:  

1) Providing technical advice and guidance on disaster risk research and capacity building, 

specifically: 

 Advice on scientific research, periodic assessments and innovation to national, 

regional and global DRR platforms to integrate science, technology and academic 

actors in their bodies and events on disaster risk reduction;  

 Guidance on methodologies and standards for risk assessments, disaster risk 

modelling and the use of data; 

 Guidance on capacity building for contextually appropriate, integrated disaster risk 

scholarship as well as for the strengthened application of disaster risk (reduction) 

science in policy and practice. 

 Promotion of disaster risk reduction education in schools, as well as university-

based professionalization and training to ensuring human resource development in 

the DRR field.  

 Guidance on Standard Operating Procedures in the implementation of the PoA and 

other DRR continental processes;   

2)  Facilitating the dissemination  and communication of disaster risk knowledge and 

information, specifically: 

 Dissemination of  risk information, including through the best use of geospatial 

information technology;  

 Promotion of action-oriented, interdisciplinary research and dissemination of best 

practices of science and technology for evidence-based DRR decision making; 

 Coherence between regional scientific  results and global priorities and disseminate 

products as appropriate using individual networks and other relevant 

constituencies; 

 Inputs to and assessment of the Africa DRR Status report and its contribution to 

GAR 

3) Strengthened regional collaboration, partnership and DRR networking among  science, 

research, academia, civil society and policy-makers, specifically: 

 Catalysing innovation and partnerships to generate new knowledge on disasters and 

climate risk; 

 Working with AUC and other AU specialized agencies, including the to-be 

established Africa Centre for Disaster Risk Reduction, to identify research and 

technology gaps, as well as capabilities, and set recommendations for research 

priority areas in disaster risk reduction. 

 Collaborating closely with UNISDR and other international organisations in the 

advancement of risk knowledge and capacity development, as well as other relevant 

regional and intergovernmental bodies. 

 Collaborative development of processes for harmonising information and data 

documentation and analysis procedures, guidelines and frameworks for integrated 

and effective disaster risk management, sustainable development and climate 

adaptation. 
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3.2 Guiding Principles  

The work of the A-STAG will be governed by the following principles:  

1. Transparency, 

2. Innovation, 

3. Impartiality, and 

4. Inclusiveness. 

The A-STAG will: 

5. Work to ensure the DRR agenda in Africa is implemented to high scientific and 

technical standards; 

6. Focus on indicators, deliverables, capitalise on, showcase, and make available scientific 

and technical knowledge, best practices and tools to reduce disaster risk, connecting to 

practice in the field; and 

7. Continuously use and apply learning from similar international systems, including 

relevant bodies at international and other levels for support where needed. 

8. Review national DRR activities for independent evaluation purposes. 

3.3 Functioning  

The A-STAG will support the implementation of the Disaster Risk Reduction agenda through the 

following functions: 

1. Work in coordination  with national and regional DRR platforms, partners or networks; 

2. Contribute to and implement DRR policies in collaboration with various stakeholders in 

the different areas; 

3. Identify and showcase key scientific information, innovation,  knowledge and case studies 

that can be applied by policymakers and practitioners; 

4. Identify, reach out and maintain partnerships with other stakeholder groups, in particular, 

policy-makers, DRR practitioners, academic and research institutions, civil society and the 

private sector;  

5. Enhance efforts through the links to existing regional academia, ‘think-tank’, and science 

and technology networks. 

6. Provide guidance to, and facilitate international, regional and national DRR events. 

7. Review, from a scientific and technical standpoint, the DRR activities of national, regional 

and global platforms. 

8. Advise on evaluation mechanisms to contribute to independent evaluation of DRR 

activities in national levels. 

4. Membership, composition and eligibility 

The A-STAG is a voluntary group which consists of members drawn from renowned science, 

academia and research oriented individuals and institutions across the continent. Membership of 

the A-STAG is limited to 15 experts with science, research or technical background from national 

platforms, science institutions, academic institutions or technical agencies from the African, 

countries.  A call for interest will be sent to the 55 AU member states and wider African 

stakeholders to apply for membership.  

The selection of the applicants will be based on expertise and capacity to provide scientific, and 

technical advice to AUC, RECs and MS on Disaster risk reduction. The composition of the A-

STAG would reflect the makeup of the technical institutions and all disciplines through national 
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science and academic bodies for skilled, eligible nominees as well as the geographical balance, 

gender and, youth when possible.   

 

Selection of applicants will be based on regional balance (West Africa, Central Africa, Southern 

Africa, Eastern Africa, and Northern Africa).  

 

5. Structure 

The A-STAG will have a Chair and a Vice-Chair elected by members of the group to serve a two-

year term, with Chair and Vice-Chair being elected in alternate years. Successive terms can be 

served. The A-STAG will suggest one representative to the global STAG, either for election as full 

global STAG member or appointment as associate member. The representative is expected to attend 

the annual global STAG meetings and ensure cross-linkages between the global and regional work.    

6. Collaboration, Partnership and Networking 

The A-STAG will report to the AUC/DREA and share its work and progress at the annual meeting 

of the global STAG as well as widely to other relevant groups.  

HRST and DREA shall work together to support activities of the A-STAG. The Department of 

HRST will play an instrumental role in supporting STAG functioning. It will support the 

organization of A-STAG meetings, contribute to identification of Scientist/Expert in DRR to be 

part of the A-STAG, link GMES’s Team and Researchers with the A-STAG Members, support 

integration of DRR in schools curricula, initiate Award for young scientists on DRR, and support 

development of Network for DRR researchers in Africa. 

The A-STAG will meet face to face at least once a year, ideally back to back with the Africa 

Working Group (AWG) meeting (extended) and or Africa Regional Platforms for Disaster Risk 

Reduction, and will hold regular telephone or video conferences as frequent as the work program 

needs. A plenary session on science and technology with nominated experts will be convened every 

two years at the Africa Regional Platform on Disaster Risk Reduction. The A-STAG will link also 

with the Global STAG. 

7. Accountability and sustainability 

Members of the A-STAG shall respect the impartiality and independence required by AUC. 

Members of the A-STAG will share, as appropriate, their work and results including through the 

AUC website and other relevant platforms. Information provided by members does not imply 

endorsement by AUC.  Good policy in resource mobilization and partnership will ensure the 

sustainability of A-STAG. 

Any publication generated by and in the name of the A-STAG by a member shall be subject to 

review and approval by the A-STAG leadership the AUC Office prior to its issuance and shall 

contain appropriate disclaimers.  Members shall not make public statements on behalf of the AUC, 

unless authorized by AUC. The use of name and logo of AUC in any statement or materials shall 

be through written consent of AUC. The structure will be replicated at regional levels. 

 

 


