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The 3 Pillars of Integrated Fire Management 

FIRE PREVENTION 

“Activities directed at reducing fire occurrence, including public 

awareness, law enforcement and the reduction of fire risks” 

FIRE PROTECTION 

“All activities designed to protect an area (including life, property, 

assets and values) from damage by fire” 

 

FIRE SUPPRESSION 

“All the work and activities connected with fire-extinguishing 

operations, beginning with discovery and continuing until the fire is 

completely extinguished” 

 

 

(Table Mountain National park, Fire Management Plan, 2004). 
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Introduction 

 

Recent wildfires around the world have raised increasing awareness of the threat that 

wildfires pose to communities living on the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI). Closer to 

home, wildfires in the Western Cape, such as the 2017 Knysna and 2019 Betty’s Bay 

fires, resulted in significant physical, social and economic losses, including the 

destruction of homes and critical infrastructure, high levels of personal trauma, injuries 

and loss of life. The destruction wrought by these and other recent large-scale wildfires 

has highlighted the need for greater public awareness to reduce the risk of wildfires in 

urban communities living on the wildland urban intermix.  

Glencairn is no stranger to wildfires. Perhaps one of the most devastating fires in recent 

memory occurred in the summer of the year 2000. Presumed to have started in the 

Redhill informal settlement during a strong South-easterly wind on 16 January, the fire 

soon got out of control, racing towards Scarborough, where firefighters working from 

a firebreak successfully prevented the spread of the fire into that community. 

However, on Wednesday 19 January, the wind swung around, causing the fire to pick 

up speed and head towards Glencairn and Simonstown. Helicopters were called in 

as homeowners working together with fire-fighting personnel from the City Fire and 

Rescue Services and Table Mountain National Park (TMNP), members of the SANDF as 

well as volunteer fire fighters fought to save houses threatened by the fire. A 

combination of backburning and changes in wind direction are believed to have 

saved many homes from the fire which destroyed eight structures and damaged fifty-

one at an estimated cost of R10.4m (DWAF, 2000).  

 

Figure 1 Fire approaching homes in De Villers way in 2000 

(Photograph Courtesy The Argus) 
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A more recent fire, in January 2017, driven by a hot North-easterly Berg wind, 

approached Welcome Glen and Da Gama Park from the mountains behind Ocean 

View. The rapid onset of the fire took some homeowners along the North-western 

boundary by surprise, especially when it jumped Da Gama Road, igniting trees in 

several gardens and damaging houses in Welcome Glen and Da Gama Park. (See 

Figures 2 & 3 below) 

(Photographs courtesy Laura Cooke) 

There is no doubt that the Glencairn area will experience fires again, located as it is in 

a mountainous landscape. Wildfire forms a natural part of the fynbos ecological 

system and needs to happen periodically. It is imperative therefore that proactive 

measures are taken to prepare for the next inevitable ‘big one’.  

Veldfires and fire-adapted ecosystems 

The fynbos, an indigenous type of vegetation unique to the Western Cape, and 

renowned for its incredibly high species diversity, is both fire-prone and fire-adapted. 

Fires in the fynbos biome should occur naturally at least every ten to fifteen years to 

ensure the removal of dead vegetation, regenerate plant growth and activate 

dormant seed beds. Managing fynbos areas therefore also means managing fires.  

With the ongoing expansion of human settlements into what is referred to as the 

wildland urban interface (or intermix), the transitional zone between mountain fynbos 

vegetation and human development, together with alien vegetation that has thickly 

infested many natural areas, prescribed burning ahead of the annual fire season has 

become an important aspect of effective wildfire management. Carried out after 

careful planning in predetermined areas and only under acceptable environmental 

conditions that allow for the intensity and rate of fire spread to be carefully controlled, 

prescribed burning requires pre-authorization from the relevant fire management 

authority.  

Alien vegetation burns with greater intensity and severity than fynbos and can upset 

the natural properties of the soil. After a fire, alien shrubs, generally Australian fire-

adapted species, typically regenerate faster than fynbos, often outcompeting 

indigenous plant species. 

Figure 2 Fire approaching Gleneagle Road 2017 Figure 3 Fire damage in Outspan area after 2017 fire 



5 
 

The regrowth of alien vegetation on the Navy-owned Outspan area following the 2017 

wildfire is a prime example (See Figure 4 below)  

   

Characteristics of wildfires 

The natural ignition sources of fires in our mountains can vary from rock falls that 

produce sparks, to lightening during storms in the mountains.  Increasingly, however, 

human agents are the cause of most fires, for example the making of fires in non-

designated braai areas, discarded cigarettes thrown from car windows, and even 

people starting fires deliberately. Fires require fuel to burn. In the case of mountain 

fires, indigenous fynbos and thick stands of alien vegetation, as well as the 

accumulation of dry or dead vegetation when fires have not occurred for long 

periods, provide fuel for fires.  

Typically, the Western Cape experiences a wildfire season from around mid- 

November until the end of April, extending through the hot and dry summer months 

when temperatures rise, and strong South-easterly winds can exacerbate the speed 

at which fire spreads. However, as drought conditions in the Western Cape over the 

last four years have demonstrated, the lack of winter rains and resulting extreme 

dryness of mountain vegetation has increased the likelihood and the frequency of 

wildfires. Indeed, climate scientists suggest that long-term drought conditions are to 

be expected as the norm in the future. Surrounded by mountains populated with both 

indigenous fynbos and alien invasive species, Glencairn is currently rated to be at high 

risk of wildfire (See Fire Risk Map on Page 19 of this report).  

 (Photograph courtesy Jaci Van Niekerk)   

Figure 4 Alien regrowth visible in Outspan recreational area 
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Wildfire Management in South Africa 

In response to a global increase in the numbers of wildfires, and the anticipated 

increase in hot and windy weather days and extended dry seasons associated with 

climate change, new fire risk management approaches are being developed around 

the world. South Africa is no exception.  

In terms of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act (Act No. 101 of 1998), for example, 

Fire Protection Associations have been established among landowners in rural areas 

(typically farmers), and those living on small holdings in peri-urban locations, (e.g. 

Betty’s Bay). Although no such parallel organisations have yet been developed for 

homeowners in suburban settlements abutting the wildland urban intermix, several 

innovative fire management pilot projects to establish FireWise or fire-adapted 

communities have been undertaken in small villages in the Western Cape, notably Sir 

Lowry’s Pass Village outside Somerset West and Kranshoek near Knysna. Both have 

escaped the ravages of recent wildfires, demonstrating the effectiveness of 

Integrated Fire Management (IFM).  

The aim of Integrated Fire Management (IFM) is to reduce the risk of wildfire through 

proactive planning involving members of communities at risk. The Handbook of 

Integrated Fire Management (Fynbos Fire, 2016), suggests that IFM should include “fire 

awareness and prevention activities, prescribed burning, resource sharing and co-

ordination, fire detection, fire suppression, fire damage rehabilitation and research” 

(2016:15). More simply put, the three pillars of IFM are fire prevention, fire protection 

and fire suppression (See Page 2 for definitions). 

 

Lessons learnt from high fire risk areas around the world, most notably in Australia, New 

Zealand and the United States, suggest that IFM should include several key elements, 

namely: 

 

• Heightened public awareness 

• Holistic and integrated management of wildland fire risks 

• Effective use of available local resources 

• Provision of state resources to support IFM 

• Public-private partnerships  

 

The development, design and implementation of an effective IFM plan involves a 

range of role players with clearly defined roles and responsibilities. In the context of 

Glencairn, these should include: 

 

• Local residents and homeowners 

• Landowners and land managers  

• Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association 

• Department of Environmental Affairs 

• City of Cape Town Disaster Management 

• City of Cape Town Fire & Rescue Services 
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Ensuring that communities living on the wildland urban interface become more “fire 

wise” starts with raising community awareness about the risk of wildfire. Local residents 

become part of the solution preparing for the next fire by making their homes and 

gardens more ‘fireproof’, learning what to do in the event of a fire emergency (and 

what not to do), planning household and community evacuation procedures, 

becoming members of an emergency communication platform (to avoid 

misinformation and confusion), and developing household and community-level 

response mechanisms.  

Student project undertaken in Glencairn 

In an effort to contribute towards the development of an Integrated Fire 

Management Plan for Glencairn ahead of the 2019/2020 wildfire season (which 

commences officially on 1 December), the 2019 Disaster Risk Studies (DRS) Honours 

class from Stellenbosch University’s Department of Geography & Environmental 

Studies conducted a survey in Glencairn in May this year. The aim was to determine 

residents’ perceptions about wildfire risk, how informed they are about wildfire, how 

prepared they are for future fires, what resources they have for fighting fire, and how 

they feel about becoming a “fire wise” community. A secondary aim was to increase 

public awareness by getting residents to consider their wildfire risk. 

Planned in collaboration with Table Mountain National Park (TMNP) and the Cape 

Peninsula Fire Protection Association (CPFPA), the project was introduced at a 

Neighbourhood Watch meeting and communicated to the community on local 

social media platforms.  

Given the limited time available and the small class size, not all areas of Glencairn 

could be included in the survey conducted during the week of 6 – 10 May 2019. Only 

households in the older part of Glencairn (Glen Road, Forest Way, De Villiers Road and 

Wood Way) and Welcome Glen were included. In all eighty households responded 

to the survey. The resulting survey data is summarised in this brief report. It is hoped 

that the information collected by the students in their short survey will contribute 

towards integrated fire management planning for the Glencairn area.   

Summary of project findings 

The survey sought to determine whether residents are aware of the area’s wildfire risk 

and to what extent they are prepared for the next wildfire. The students recorded 

people’s past fire experiences and investigated how information has been 

communicated during past fire events. To determine the best way to communicate 

in future fire events, residents were asked which local social media sites residents they 

belong to. Lastly, the survey noted existing local resources in terms of training, 

experience and equipment that could be called upon during an emergency. 

The key survey findings are summarized below.  
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Perceived risk of wildfire 

Almost 80% of respondents were aware of the area’s high wildfire risk, but only two 

thirds of those interviewed felt their own homes were at risk. Most people thought that 

the presence of vegetation, particularly dense stands of alien vegetation and large 

trees, posed a fire risk, while for others the proximity of their properties to the mountain 

was considered a significant threat. Other threats mentioned included strong winds, 

especially South-easters and Berg winds, arid conditions resulting from the recent 

drought, ensuring high potential fuel loads, while several respondents mentioned how 

drought contingency measures such as reduced water pressure might undermine 

capacity to defend homes against fire.  

Many other people did not feel threatened because their properties were surrounded 

by other houses and situated at some distance from the mountain, while some placed 

faith in firebreaks and roads to halt an approaching fire. The 2017 Knysna fires have 

demonstrated that houses situated far from the urban edge are vulnerable to ember 

attacks. Carried by the wind, embers can drop unnoticed onto roofs and decks, or 

into gutters where they continue to smoulder for some time before developing into 

flames. Many houses in Knysna caught fire in this way even after the fire had passed.  

Past experiences have made many Glencairn residents more aware of their fire risk.  

Residents’ experience of wildfires 

Most respondents had lived in Glencairn for more than five years, (a fifth for more than 

twenty years!), explaining why so many households (83%) had experienced one or 

more fire event since living in the area. Most people could not recall exactly when 

fires had occurred, usually associating them with hot, dry and windy conditions in 

summer. The most well-remembered fires were the infamous 2000 fire and more 

recently in January 2017 (See Figures 5 a + b below). 

Figure 5a + b Thick smoke of approaching fire as seen from 

Glenhurst Road, Welcome Glen 

(Photographs courtesy Laura Cooke) 
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Although evacuation is not mandatory in South Africa as in several other parts of the 

world, residents in Glencairn have voluntarily evacuated their homes on several 

occasions in the past, most recently in January 2017 when a fire travelling across the 

mountains from Ocean View crossed into the community. People recalled how dense 

smoke made it difficult to breathe and reduced visibility, making it difficult to 

determine how far away the fire was and the speed at which it was approaching. 

Indeed, the speed of onset took many people by surprise. The photographs in Figures 

5 above were taken during the January 2017 fire, illustrating the thick smoke 

mentioned in many people’s accounts of their fire experiences. 

There were mixed emotions about evacuation, with one household suggesting that 

next time they would leave earlier, and another insisting that they would choose not 

to leave at all, but rather to stay and defend their home. During evacuations most 

people prioritised their pets, but also took important documents, electronic devices 

and clothes. Surprisingly, less people took cherished items like photographs and other 

valuables.  

Neighbourhood Communication channels during fire events 

In the past, many people said they had communicated information verbally, phoning 

friends or running from house to house to alert people about the fire or the need to 

evacuate. More recently, many residents have become members of various local 

social media platforms, such as WhatsApp groups and Facebook.  Most respondents 

(83%) claimed to belong to one or more of these, most frequently the Neighbourhood 

Watch (57%), but also various security companies. Fewer people than expected 

seemed to be aware of the ‘Fire Disaster Simonstown’ WhatsApp group, run by the 

local Disaster Manager, Warren Dawson, which currently has more than 230 members. 

The purpose of this group is to provide updates and information in times of fire and 

other emergencies, covering the Glencairn, Simonstown, Cape Point, Redhill and 

Scarborough areas. Residents can also use the group to report fire sightings. 

The survey sought to identify the most useful community communication channels to 

use during future fire events. Most respondents felt that the best way to broadcast fire 

information would be to use WhatsApp, although others pointed out that older 

people generally do not use social media and should be personally informed. 

According to one respondent, people typically only join local social media platforms 

during an event, then do not understand the protocols and block channels with 

unnecessary posts. Several other respondents commented how crowded social 

media platforms result in confusing mixed messages. Community consensus must be 

sought to identify one community channel trusted to provide verifiable information to 

avoid conflicting messages posted on different sites. 

The use of a fire siren to warn residents of an approaching fire was also suggested. 
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Lessons learned from previous fire events 

Two thirds of respondents said they had made no plans for future fire events. However, 

many who had experienced a fire before said they had learned from the experience 

and given some thought to preparing for future fire events. One household, for 

example, had collected important documents in one place in case of another 

emergency evacuation, another had developed an evacuation plan, while others 

had developed response measures, purchasing fire extinguishers or long hoses 

reaching right around their property for defending their homes. 

More than a third of survey respondents had made changes to their home and almost 

half to their gardens specifically to reduce the risk of wildfire. Generally, these changes 

related to garden maintenance, such as the pruning of trees and the cutting back of 

fire-prone vegetation. According to several respondents, vacant plots have become 

dumping sites for cut vegetation and other garden refuse, transferring fire risk to other 

parts of the community. Several people admitted they had cleaned overgrown 

neighbouring plots to reduce their own fire risk. 

While many households had installed water tanks as a drought response measure, 

simultaneously reducing their fire risk by increasing storage of water on their property, 

eight homes had made specific structural changes to reduce the risk of wildfire, such 

as removing gutters to reduce the risk of ember attacks or adding fireproof doors.  

Following fire experiences, many households had instituted more regular 

maintenance of their properties or were planning to make structural changes to 

reduce their fire risk. 

Characteristics of local properties in relation to fire risk 

While the creation of defensible space around properties is key in household fire 

defence, most properties in the area are relatively small so that garden vegetation 

grows quite close to houses. The survey established that most people (1/3 in the 

survey) had wooden fences, a great conduit for fires, while another quarter had a 

mixture of boundary types. These included Vibracrete or stone walls, wire fences and 

hedges. 

The Glencairn area is characterised by beautiful mountain and often sea vistas with 

houses built to maximise views. Almost two thirds of those interviewed described their 

properties as being situated on steep slopes, while the students noted that many 

people adjacent to the mountain had built their homes at the top of steep plots, with 

limited options for rapid escape in the event of fire.  Given that scientifically, fire travels 

faster up hill, people living in such situations put themselves at greater risk of fire and 

should develop household evacuation plans. 

Many properties have deck structures to maximise the views and most of those 

recorded in the survey were made of untreated wood. Decks are considered a fire 

risk if they are untreated, while falling embers can also drop between deck planks and 

ignite materials stored under decks. Decks must therefore be kept clear of 
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combustible materials as far as possible while firewood and flammable materials 

should also preferably not be stored underneath decks in fire season. 

Available local resources 

The survey collected information about local resources that can be drawn on in the 

event of a wildfire event. These included specific skill sets among residents and 

physical assets available for responding to fire. The table below summarises the 

resources noted among the 80 households in the survey. 

Table 1 Community skill and resource inventory 

Skills No.  Physical Resources No. 

First aid training  53  Swimming pools (water storage) 24 

Firefighting experience  31 Water tanks (water storage) 61 

IT/Communications knowledge  54 Water pumps 40 

Emergency management experience   31 Chain saws/tree cutting equipment 48 

Animal care  52 Transport vehicle for evacuees 2 

Horse evacuations 15   

Thus, the survey revealed that Glencairn has a surprising wealth of useful resources 

and people with useful experiential knowledge that can be drawn on in the event of 

a community wildfire emergency. While for ethical reasons the students were not 

permitted to collect the names and addresses of respondents, it would be very useful 

if a community fire committee made up of volunteers could take an official inventory 

of these and other resources. Given that 93% of respondents said that they would like 

to contribute to making the community more ‘FireWise’ and prepared for future fire 

events, such an exercise does seem feasible. 

Possible community actions 

Many people felt there should be wildfire awareness drives in the community ahead 

of every fire season as a way of reminding residents to be proactive in reducing their 

fire risk. Others thought that residents were too apathetic and would not collaborate 

in making the community more ‘FireWise’. Some suggested that signage indicating 

that the area is a high fire risk area would be useful in raising awareness.  

The reduction of overgrown vegetation in the community was considered key in 

reducing fire risk, with some people even suggesting the enforcement of alien 

removal. However, while alien vegetation is a problem, many people also have 

fynbos gardens that should be kept trimmed ahead of fire season.  

The clearing of alien vegetation on Erf One was often mentioned. An update on 

progress in this regard is included below. 
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Update on the situation on Erf 1 

Erf 1 is a privately-owned mountainous area covering just over 78 hectares, stretching 

between Glen Road and Dido Valley Road. Thickly infested with alien vegetation, it 

has been dubbed “Matchbox Mountain”, posing a serious fire risk to the communities 

surrounding it, not having burnt since 2000. Many properties in the older part of 

Glencairn are situated along the Northern boundary of Erf 1, while the Southern side 

lies adjacent to the South African Navy vehicle depot and Woodside in Dido Valley 

where there is no fire break.  

 

Figure 6 Aerial view of the survey area showing the position of Erf 1. 

The owner, an Irish national, who no longer resides in South Africa, has constantly 

ignored notices and directives to clear his land of alien vegetation. According to the 

Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association, in terms of an arrangement between 

SANParks and the DEA, SANParks would acquire contractors to clear an initial block 

of Erf 1 to act as a buffer zone or extended firebreak. This has been cleared, but there 

are no further arrangements in place for clearing the remainder of Erf 1 of alien 

vegetation due to the high costs involved.  

On the other side of the mountain, Erf 1 runs adjacent to Public Works-owned land 

used by the South African Navy. The SA Navy is a member of the CPFPA in terms of 

the National Veld and Forest Fire Act. The Act states in Section 4(8) that "The owner in 

respect of State Land must join any fire protection association registered in the area 

in which the land lies". Members are liable to pay membership fees and adhere to the 

provisions laid down for FPAs in the South African Veld & Forest Fire Act. The Navy has 

neither paid their FPA fees nor adhered to the FPA regulations for several years now. 

(Despite numerous attempts to contact the Navy, it was not possible to obtain 

comment from them before this report was distributed). 
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Once the alien vegetation has been cleared on Erf 1, it is envisaged that the land will 

be transferred to the South African National Parks (SANParks), forming part of the Table 

Mountain National Park, where after it will be maintained.   

Effective community measures for controlling and responding to fires 

Effective management of the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI), includes the annual 

maintenance of firebreaks and clearing of alien vegetation. A ‘Circum-peninsula 

Firebreak Network’ consisting of 150 kilometers of fire breaks, has been established on 

the Cape Peninsula. It is overflown annually by SANParks and the CPFPA to monitor all 

firebreaks for maintenance planning. Figure 7 illustrates how the firebreak played a 

role in restricting the 2000 fire from entering Glencairn. 

Contrary to popular belief, the main purpose of a firebreak is not to stop a wildfire but 

to prevent an ‘average’ fire from spreading and provide a readymade line from 

which to start counter fires (back burning). Firebreaks do not always provide effective 

barriers to wildfires, especially under extreme windy conditions. 

Wildfires are an inevitable part of nature, but we can reduce their severity and 

impacts by learning from best practice in other fire-prone parts of the world.  In 

Australia, for example, where wildfires have wrought extensive property destruction 

and loss of life, at-risk communities have become proactive in preparing for wildfires, 

demonstrating that fire risk management needs to be a collaborative effort, involving 

institutional role players and the community.  

 

Figure 7 Wildfire approaching firebreak behind De Villiers Way 2000 

(Source unknown) 
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Recently members of the Glencairn community have begun an initiative to reduce 

the risk of fires posed by the alien-infested Navy-owned Outspan area (See Figure 8 

below), a great example of community-based fire risk management. 

 

Practical measures to prepare for and protect your home from future wildfire events  

There are many ways to protect one’s home both proactively and during a wildfire 

event. In the following section, we introduce and explain some of these measures. 

Creating defensible space 

It is important to create ‘defensible space’ around your house by removing 

vegetation that can catch fire. Trees and shrubs should be kept trimmed, including 

trees along the roadside, while by law vegetation on empty plots should be kept clear 

as it can provide fuel for fires and act as a fire conduit, carrying fire deeper into the 

suburb. Other measures to create defensible space include: 

• Create fuel breaks with driveways and walkways 

• Keep lawns and native grasses mowed and green 

• Remove ladder fuels (vegetation under trees so that a surface fire cannot 

reach the crowns 

• Space trees as much as possible 

• Switch to gardening with succulents 

Figure 8 New Glencairn community initiative to remove alien vegetation in Outspan area 
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• Firewood and flammables should not be stored next to the house 

• Use non-flammable fencing materials as wooden fences attaching to homes 

can carry flames directly to the house 

(Facts courtesy www.firewise.org). 

During the Seaforth/Murdoch Valley fire in 2015 both trees and fences acted as fire 

conduits and were responsible for the haphazard way in which properties caught 

alight (See Figure 9 below). 

 
Figure 9 Murdoch Valley fire showing how trees and fences can act as fire conduits between properties  

(Source: http://www.capetalk.co.za/articles/9737/raging-fire-threatens-property-in-simon-s-town) 

In the garden 

Proactive measures to reduce the risks posed by such ember attacks are imperative 

for reducing wildfire threats in the Glencairn community. Continuous garden 

maintenance can reduce fuel for fires and protect your home from the spread of fire 

during a possible wildfire event. 

• During the dry summer months keep lawns cut short 

• Large trees, alien or fynbos vegetation around the house pose a fire risk 

• Cut back trees and shrubs and remove any dead branches 

• Be sure to store firewood in a secure area i.e. not under a wooden deck 

• Remove alien vegetation such as Port Jackson trees from your property 

Trees such as pines and palms are rich in natural oils and are highly combustible. It is 

advisable not to plant them in high fire risk areas where they may ignite due to ember 

http://www.capetalk.co.za/articles/9737/raging-fire-threatens-property-in-simon-s-town
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attacks1. Palm trees in particular (See Figure 10 below) have been shown in other 

wildfire events, such as the recent California wildfires, but also in Knysna in 2017, to be 

‘ember catchers’. The dead vegetation that forms under the crown of the tree 

catches fire very easily and is then fuelled by the natural palm oil contained within the 

tree trunk. Burning palm embers detach and being very light weight are carried by 

the wind for distances of over one kilometre, eventually raining down on properties 

situated at a distance from the fire line. In the photograph below an ember caused a 

fire in a palm tree on the main road in the Murdoch Valley area during the 2015 fire. 

(Source:http://www.capetalk.co.za/articles/9737/raging-fire-threatens-property-in-simon-s-town) 

In the home 

• Make sure to clean your gutters regularly, keeping them free from combustible 

material that may catch fire during an ember attack.  

• Some decking materials are more combustible than others, especially if 

glowing embers should fall on an untreated wooden deck where they can fall 

between the planks and set fire to materials underneath. 

• Keep the area under your deck cleared of combustible materials. 

• If you have a fireplace, consider purchasing a spark arrester2. A spark arrester 

is a device fitted to a chimney to keep sparks and embers from jumping out of 

the chimney. Most insurance companies insist on the installation of a spark 

arrestor if you have a thatched roof. (See examples of spark arrestors in Figure 

11 below). 

 
1 An ember attack refers to burning materials carried by the wind, often ahead of the fire front. Embers 

drop on properties and continue to smoulder unnoticed, later developing into flames. Findings from 

Knysna and other fire events suggest that embers are a dangerous aspect of a wildfire.  
2 Bespoke and readymade spark arresters can be purchased from Fireplace & Chimney Co. Town 

Square, Fish Hoek. 

Figure 10 Ember sets palm tree alight, Murdoch Valley fire 2015 

http://www.capetalk.co.za/articles/9737/raging-fire-threatens-property-in-simon-s-town
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Creating a FireWise/Fire-adapted Community in Glencairn – what next? 

 

Becoming a ‘FireWise’ or Fire-adapted community involves several key steps: 

1. Form a FIREWISE committee, consisting of community members and 

representatives from SANParks (TMNP), the CPFPA, and the Fire Services to create 

an Integrated Fire Management Plan. 

2.  Undertake a baseline Fire Risk Assessment that should be reviewed annually by    

the Committee i.e. a collaborative effort with partners. (See Appendix 1 and 2). 

3.  Establish a strategy to reduce fire risk and increase the community’s ability to 

prevent and limit fire damage.  

4. Property owners should contribute by assessing their own fire risk to reduce their 

personal fire risk as well as the community fire risk. (See Self-risk Assessment in 

Appendix 2). 

  

Figure 11 Examples of different types of spark arrestor 
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Websites for obtaining information about wildfire readiness and response 

 

• Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association (FPA) 

http://www.cpfpa.org.za/ 

 

• Table Mountain National Park 

https://www.sanparks.org/parks/table_mountain/conservation/fire.php 

 

• Western Cape Government 

https://www.westerncape.gov.za/general-publication/wildfire-season 

 

• The Knysna Fires of 2017: Learning from this disaster. 

https://www.csir.co.za/sites/default/files/Documents/CSIR%20Knysna%20R

eport%202018.pdf.  

 

Emergency response contact details 

 

• City of Cape Town Fire & Rescue Services Fire Control – 021 590 1900  

 

• Emergency 021 480 7700 from a cell phone or 107 from a landline.  

• TMNP Fire Management Department – 021 689 7438/9 – if relevant to TMNP 

       TMNP Emergency Number – 0861 06 417  

• Join the Fire Disaster WhatsApp group covering Glencairn, Simonstown, 

Cape Point and Scarborough to report fires and find up-to-date fire 

information. Run by Warren Dawson from Disaster Management and Lindy 

Rich from Welcome Glen Neighbourhood Watch, many local role payers 

belong to this group. Felicity Purchase also offers regular feedback and 

information on this site.  

• Lindy Rich from Welcome Glen Neighbourhood Watch can be reached 

on 084 8585 383 
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Appendix 1 – Fire Risk Map 2019 

(Courtesy TMNP, 2019)  

Figure 12 Veld hazards on Cape Peninsula. Map created for 2019/20 fire season 
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Appendix 2 – Veld Age Map 

 

 

Figure 13 Veld age map of Glencairn area, indicating position of fire breaks 

Courtesy TMNP, 2019  

(Map courtesy of Riaan Fourie, CPFPA) 
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Appendix 3 – Checklist to assess your household risk 

 

1. Do you and your family know how to call for help?  

(Landline calls officially to 107 although 021 480 7715 gets faster response). 

2. Do you live close to areas that are at risk of wildfires – i.e. an open natural 

area or on the urban fringe? 

3. Have you reduced hazards around your home so that it can be defended? 

4. Have you assessed the risk to your property and considered the possibility that 

your property poses any risk to your neighbours? 

5. Do you know which local weather patterns are considered dangerous in 

relation to wildfire risk? 

6. Have you developed a wildfire survival plan for the evacuation and defence 

of your property? 

7. Does everyone in the household understand the plan, including children and 

people who work on the property? 

8. Have you decided if your household will evacuate or stay if threatened by 

wildfire? 

9. If you decide to evacuate, do you know where to go? 

10. Are your valuables and important documents stored in one accessible place 

for quick access in an emergency? 

11. Do you have a plan for your pets on days of extreme fire danger? 

12. Do you have clothing handy in case of an emergency evacuation? 

13. Do you know what is required to protect yourself from the radiant heat of the 

fire front as it passes through? 

 

 

(Adapted from Firewise Community: Misty Cliffs, document compiled by Pierre Gallagher, CPFPA) 

 

 

 

 


