P o s tg r a d u at e D i p lo m a i n D i s a s t e r R i s k
Studies and Development (DRSD)

The programme
This cross-disciplinary one-year programme is offered by the Research Alliance for Disaster and Risk Reduction (RADAR), at
Stellenbosch University.
The programme aims to provide students with an integrated understanding of disaster risk and its implications for sustainable
development in Africa, with a strong but not exclusive focus on South Africa. It focuses on understanding the interactions between
social and physical risk producing processes, and builds students' capacity to plan and implement comprehensive risk reduction
measures. It provides a grounding for multiple career paths, including teaching, research and practice.
The one-year programme also serves as a bridging qualification that equips students to progress to RADAR’s MPhil in Disaster Risk
Science and Development. The programme is delivered through a combination of online 'blended' learning and face-to-face teaching.
Students need to be on campus, in Stellenbosch, for between two and three weeks over the course of the year. The length of time
depends on the electives selected.

Overview
This programme structure provides three compulsory disaster risk-related modules. These are:
• Disaster Risk Science and Development
• Community Risk Assessment
• Risk and Development
Students without training in physical geography will take a compulsory module on understanding Environmental Hazards.
Students with a suitable background in physical geography will choose two electives drawn from postgraduate programmes offered by
Stellenbosch University’s School of Public Leadership. These include modules on:
• Development Planning
• Sustainable Development
• Sustainable Cities
• Environmental governance

Structure of the programme
The programme is coursework focused. There is no thesis component, although students will undertake an applied research project.
The coursework comprises lectures, self-study and contact teaching, assignments and projects. Each module is taught over three
approximately four-week periods, with contact sessions each week. Students are expected to read extensively in between contact
sessions.

Modules
Core modules
Disaster Risk Studies and Development (13134:712(30))
This module aims to provide an integrated understanding of disaster risk and its implications for sustainable development in Africa, with a
specific focus on South Africa. The course contextualises disaster risk as an outcome of the interplay between human and natural factors.
It assumes an interdisciplinary perspective on disasters, taking into consideration both biophysical elements, as well as social and
economic forces that influence disaster vulnerability and human resilience.
Risk and Development (13742:771(30))
This module explores South Africa’s development context and the dynamics underlying risk accumulation processes. It aims to provide
students with foundational knowledge on the developmental and planning context within which disaster risk accumulation processes
occur. Owing to the close relationship between disaster risk and development, this module also introduces students to important
discussions and concepts in the development literature, and to a lesser extent, planning and urban development. It examines basic
concepts, conceptual frameworks and terms used in development studies, as well as South Africa’s planning context and tools.
Community Risk Assessment (13691:771(30))
The Community Risk Assessment module introduces students to this participatory risk assessment approach, including the principles
underlying the methodology, particularly the emphasis on providing vulnerable populations with a voice to articulate the challenges they
face and how to address them. It is an applied module that includes fieldwork, where students will conduct a real-world risk assessment.
Students will need to be in Stellenbosch for this component.

Electives
Sustainable Cities (11199:775)
This module is also delivered by the Sustainability Institute. The overall aim of this module is to introduce students to some of the key
concepts and trends in the vibrant and fast expanding literature on contemporary urban challenges, and how to make cities more
sustainable. The module delves into the differential dynamics of worldwide urbanisation, particularly in the global South. It explores stateof-the-art thinking on how best to respond to the ecological impacts of urbanisation. It has a strong focus on the implications for urban
citizens living in slums and reliant on informalised economic and eco-system processes. It is block-taught over the course of a week,
followed by a take-home assignment. Classes are held at the Institute's Lynedoche premises.
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Sustainable Development (58718:771)
This module provides course participants with an overview of the most significant global environmental, social and economic challenges
that face humankind, and an insight into the solutions suggested by the universal commitment to sustainable development. The module
aims to enable students to recognise, understand and apply the divergent interpretations of sustainable development that currently
exist. It is block-taught over the course of a week, followed by a take-home assignment. Classes are held at the Sustainability Institute's
Lynedoche campus, just outside Stellenbosch.

Environmental Issues (11179:771)
This module is delivered by Stellenbosch University's School of Public Leadership. It aims to provide students with an understanding of
the most important environmental issues of our time. It strives to ensure that students develop an awareness of, and limits to our
understanding of, environmental processes. Topics include the need for conservation; loss of biodiversity, habitat destruction and
degradation, and their measurement; biological invasions; climate change; over-exploitation; pollution; human population growth; the
ecosystem services framework; and policies and legal frameworks to stem biodiversity loss. It is block-taught over the course of a week,
followed by a take-home assignment.
Environmental Governance (11919:771)
This module is delivered by the School of Public Leadership. The module introduces students to the meaning of environmental
governance from a public and development management perspective, and the socio-political contexts within which environmental
governance takes place. It examines the policy environment in South Africa; institutional and organisational arrangements; governance
processes, systems and structures; as well as environmental leadership challenges. It explores collaborative environmental governance
approaches. It is block-taught over the course of a week, followed by a take-home assignment.

Admission requirements
You will be considered if you have a Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science degree in geography, environmental studies, geospatial
analysis, agriculture, anthropology, sociology, development studies, public management, town and regional planning or a qualification
considered equivalent by RADAR and Stellenbosch University's Senate.

Information on applying
General information
Visit www.sun.ac.za/english/students/ to obtain an application form or APPLY ONLINE: http://www.sun.ac.za/english/pgstudies/
For enquiries send an email to info@sun.ac.za or phone +27 21 808 9111
Address: The Registrar, Stellenbosch University, Private Bag X1, MATIELAND 7602
Bursaries and loans
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Stellenbosch University offers various merit bursaries, sports bursaries, bursaries for studies in specific faculties or departments,
general bursaries and bursary loans for needy students (see Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences Calendar Part 2).
Visit http://www.sun.ac.za/english/pgstudies/
Phone +27 21 808 4208 or e-mail postgradfunding@sun.ac.za for more information
Address: The Registrar (Head: Postgraduate Bursaries and Loans), Stellenbosch University, Private Bag X1, MATIELAND 7602
Tuition fees
Visit http://www.sun.ac.za/english/pgstudies/
Division for Student Fees: Tel: +27 21 808-9111 or e-mail: info@sun.ac.za
Accommodation
Visit http://www.sun.ac.za/english/pgstudies/

Applications close: 31 October
2021 for South African and 31
University accommodation: Apply online or phone +27 21 808 9111 for an application form.
August for International students
Private accommodation: Contact the Student Housing Office, +27 21 808 2848
Closing date for applications: 30 June of the year before accommodation is needed.
International students
International (Non-South African) students must apply through Stellenbosch University's International Office
Visit http://www.sun.ac.za/english/pgstudies/
Tel: +27 21 808 2565, or e-mail: nrrhoda@sun.ac.za
Address: International Office, Stellenbosch University, Private Bag X1, 7602 Matieland, South Africa

